
        

S E R V I C E C E N T E R U P D A T E

WWhhaatt pprroojjeecctt oorr aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeenntt aarree yyoouu mmoosstt pprroouudd ooff
tthhrroouugghhoouutt yyoouurr 3300--yyeeaarr ppuubblliicc sseerrvviiccee ccaarreeeerr??

“I’m honored and privileged to be a part of the public acquisition of over 1.5 million
acres of environmentally sensitive land from Pensacola to the Keys through my work in
Tallahassee, St. Johns and here in South Florida. And, I’m very proud of the successful
recreational use programs. I feel strongly that land that’s paid for by the public should
be available to be enjoyed by the public for fishing, hiking, hunting, bird watching –
what have you. Most thank-you letters I’ve received over the years are to thank me for
recreational land use. I’m proud of this accomplishment because that land will be off
limits for development, protected for endangered species like the Everglades snail kite,
used for water recharge and our recreational use programs.”

TThhrroouugghh yyoouurr lleeaaddeerrsshhiipp,, tthhee DDiissttrriicctt hhaass aacchhiieevveedd nnuummeerroouuss
aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss –– wwhhaatt’’ss yyoouurr sseeccrreett ttoo tthhiiss ssuucccceessss??

“TEAMWORK! It’s the team that works here. They made my job easy. We have an
extremely creative and talented staff. When I first came here, I saw a lot of ‘stove
pipes’ scattered throughout the District. My priority at that time was to make staff
understand that we all wear the same color jersey with a common mission. We’re a
team. It works!” 

YYoouu’’vvee bbeeeenn ssuucccceessssffuull tthhrroouugghh mmaannyy ddiiffffeerriinngg aaddmmiinniissttrraattiioonnss
tthhrroouugghhoouutt yyoouurr 3300--yyeeaarr ccaarreeeerr.. HHooww ddiidd yyoouu ddoo iitt??

“Always try to be responsive, courteous and honest.”

WWhhaatt wwiillll yyoouu mmiissss tthhee mmoosstt aabboouutt bbeeiinngg eexxeeccuuttiivvee ddiirreeccttoorr??
“The people – staff, the Governing Board and good friends I’ve made here.” 

WWhhaatt aaddvviiccee ddoo yyoouu hhaavvee ffoorr yyoouurr ssuucccceessssoorr,, CCaarrooll WWeehhllee,, ttoo
ccoonnttiinnuuee wwiitthh DDiissttrriicctt ssuucccceesssseess??

“One, continue to concentrate on the idea of team building. Two, keep staff and
supervisors well informed. Three, always try to recognize that every problem has a
solution, and that solution is usually somewhere between two extreme positions. 

Carol Wehle inspires the staff. Carol will do a wonderful job in leading this agency
to continued successes. I’m comfortable and confident that she will continue with the
ongoing teamwork at this District, upholding the willingness to work together toward
our common bond and common mission. We certainly hope to continue to earn trust
and public support.”

WWhhaatt aarree yyoouurr ffuuttuurree ppllaannss??
“It’s a secret! Initially, I plan to spend some time off with my wife and family at my

home in St. Augustine. To get my mind off water during my free time, I like to read
about quantum mechanics, as well as lift weights, do crossword puzzles and take walks
on the beach.”

DDoo yyoouu hhaavvee aannyy ffiinnaall tthhoouugghhttss??
“Thank you for this grand adventure. If I was given the opportunity to do it all over

again, I would. My time here has helped me understand Florida’s environment better.
We are the best water resources agency in the world. If we stay on path, we can only
continue to succeed.”

Henry Dean has changed the face of South Florida for the better. His efforts ensure
that this region will have a sustainable supply of quality water and flood protection, and
that our natural resources will be preserved and protected for generations to come. 

continued from front

From left, Rep. Dan
Gelber, Rep. Marco
Rubio, Rep. Joe Negron,
SFWMD Governing
Board Vice-Chair Irela
Bagué, Rep. Richard
Machek, Sen. Nan Rich
and Rep. Julio Robaina.

“I won’t even try to

fill Henry’s shoes.

But, I pledge to continue

our work with consistency

and continuity.”

Florida Keys 
Service Center

Partnership
encourages visitors to
conserve water

In honor of Water
Conservation Month
(April), the District
kicked off a linen reuse
program for lodging
properties throughout the
Keys as part of a
partnership with the
Florida Keys Aqueduct
Authority. Given the strong
tourism industry in Monroe
County, the District
recognized that overnight
visitors to the Keys can play
a pivotal role in conserving
water if they are informed of
the need and given the tools to
do so. About 70 percent of
guests participate in linen reuse
programs when given the
opportunity. Simply reusing
sheets and towels makes a large impact (a 100-room
hotel typically saves 6,000 gallons of water monthly).
Hotels also save money in utility bills, labor and
material costs. This is a win-win opportunity for the
environment and the economy. 

Big Cypress Basin Service Center

Program recognized by the Governor
Florida Gulf Coast University teacher Ricky Pires

teaches a “Connections Class” that pairs FGC
sophomore students with elementary school classes.
The college students teach the elementary students
about the environment and how people are connected to
it. The Connections Class also includes information on
water conservation, District careers and the Everglades.
For the past two years, the District has provided
funding for the program. 

The Panther Posse, whose mission is to show that if
the Florida panther is saved, its water and habitat is also
protected, is the elementary-level component of the
program. A quilt created by the Panther Posse students
to draw attention to the panther and their program will
be displayed in the state capitol. It was signed by the
program partners: students on the elementary and
college level, the Big Cypress Basin Board members,
District staff and elected officials for southwest Florida.

Palm Beach County
Service Center

New director joins Palm Beach
Service Center

Fred Rapach has joined the
District as director of the Palm
Beach County Service Center.
Rapach has vast experience in
policy and planning efforts
associated with water resources and land
use. In this leadership position he will act as the key
liaison between the regional agency and Palm Beach
County governments, as well as overseeing outreach to
local businesses and community groups.

A familiar face at District headquarters, Rapach
worked for Palm Beach County Water Utilities for the
last 19 years. Most recently he served as Program and
Policy Coordinator where he assisted with program
development, evaluated and prepared proposed
legislation, and presented the water utility’s position to
technical advisory and regulatory planning groups,
including the South Florida Water Management
District, the Florida Department of Environmental
Protection and the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency. 
“I look forward to the opportunity to continue

facilitating collaborative problem-solving partnerships
and to further strengthen the District’s relationship with
Palm Beach County’s diverse communities,” Rapach
said. 

Okeechobee Service Center

WaterFest 2005 raises water conservation
awareness

Neither rain nor clouds could dampen the enthusiasm
of those who attended the first Okeechobee County
FUN (Families Understanding Nature) WaterFest held
April 2 and 3 at the Okee-Tantie Campground and
Marina. More than 1,000 people attended the
entertaining and educational two-day event, sponsored
by the District, Okee-Tantie Campground and Marina
and the Okeechobee County Tourist Development
Council.

Fifteen hands-on education stations taught
participants the value of protecting water resources.
Education partners included Arnold's Wildlife
Rehabilitation Facility, Future Farmers of America
Osceola Middle School chapter, Okeechobee County
and Highlands County Soil and Water Conservation
Districts, Florida Department of Environmental
Protection, Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation
Commission, Florida Atlantic University’s Center for
Environmental Studies, Okeechobee Coast Guard
Auxiliary, Okeechobee County Sheriff’s Department
Crime and Search and Rescue Units, and the Pegasus
Service Unit of Girl Scouts.

Orlando Service Center

Spring and water conservation
are in the air at Epcot

As gardeners spring into action, brightening up their
flower beds and landscapes, the International Flower and
Garden Festival at Disney World’s Epcot is leading the
way with gardening tips and information on how to
develop a lush waterwise landscape. For this year’s
festival, the District is building on its three-year
partnership with Disney and RainBird Corp., to
demonstrate how a water-wise garden can be beautiful,
bountiful and conserve water. 

“The beauty of this partnership is that thousands of
Epcot’s guests will see firsthand how efficient irrigation
techniques and Florida-friendly plants can work together
to create beautiful gardens and landscapes,” said Harkley
Thornton, Central Florida’s representative on the District
Governing Board. 

Bordered by a running river fed by a spring boil, the
“WaterFull World Garden” offers guests a relaxing
hideaway and tips on how to upgrade existing irrigation
systems to make them efficient and more effective, how
and why waterfront homeowners should maintain the
near-shore vegetation in lakes and streams, and how
human activities imperil a variety of endangered
animals. The International Flower and Garden Festival
runs from April 15 through June 5.

Lower West Coast Service Center

District celebrates Charlotte Harbor
The annual Charlotte Harbor Nature Festival

celebrates Charlotte Harbor and its watershed.
Approximately 4,000 people attended the January 29
event at which the District had a booth featuring water

conservation materials. The
Native Plant Society used
the District’s WaterWise
Plant Guide in the
agency’s presentations and
demonstrations.

The young and young at heart join Earthman & ThePlanet Earth Project H2O Concert Tour group insinging and dancing to songs that expressedappreciation for conserving water resources andprotecting the environment.

Freddy the Friendly Alligatorkicks up his heels withCharlotte County PlannerInga Williams in thechildren's tent at the festival.Freddy made other stops atthe children's tent as hedistributed District literatureand entertained.  

“Henry’s career-long dedication to
public service has provided the entire
state with a strong foundation for
protecting its environmental and
economic interests. Because of his
leadership and vision, Florida is today
meeting its commitment to the
environment and restoring America’s
Everglades.”

– FLORIDA GOVERNOR JEB BUSH

■

“When Henry came on board, the
agricultural community invited him to
visit. He never hesitated to come. He
listened to their concerns, understood
their concerns and would do whatever
he could to address those concerns.  He
didn’t promise to fix everything, but he
was realistic and would do whatever he
could. He was accessible to the people
and gave them a real comfort level that
few, if any, from the water
management district could ever
accomplish in the agricultural
community. I know Henry is going to
be successful. He’s certainly going to be
missed in South Florida.”

– MARY ANN GOSA
DIRECTOR, GOVERNMENT & COMMUNITY AFFAIRS

FLORIDA FARM BUREAU FEDERATION

■

“Henry is a very good people
person. He has a very broad
knowledge, a good vision of the overall
picture. He’s able to pull in the various
parties who are not always on the same
page. He is very good at facilitating all
the parties for a common goal. Henry is
very interested and confident, and is
willing to talk and listen to everyone
on all sides. He never let his position of
authority interfere with his willingness
to listen to anyone’s input. This is one
of his greatest strengths. As a result, he
hasn’t rejected any information. He’s
made very good decisions.”

– BOB MORESI
PROJECT MANAGER/SENIOR HYDROGEOLOGIST

BLACK & VEATCH CORP.

■

“I’m grateful for Henry’s honesty,
pleasant attitude, sense of humor and,
most of all, his accessibility. He treated
me with respect – never frivolous or
malicious. We have had disagreements
on complicated, controversial and
sometimes contentious issues. But,
nobody who is executive director is a
‘free agent’ because of the Governing
Board structure of the Water
Management District. In spite of this,
I’m grateful for Henry’s accessibility
and information I get from the board
he serves.”

– ROSA DURANDO
ENVIRONMENTALIST, LONG-TERM

CONSERVATION CHAIR OF AUDUBON OF THE

EVERGLADES, PALM BEACH COUNTY

Carol Wehle to Assume
Executive Director Role 

With Henry Dean’s departure, the South Florida Water Management District
Governing Board unanimously selected Carol Wehle, a civil engineer with the
agency since 2001, as the next Executive Director.  Promoting her from
Assistant Executive Director to the top leadership post makes her the first
woman to head a regional water management district in Florida.  

“I won’t even try to fill Henry’s shoes. No one can be Henry,” Wehle said.
“But, I truly honor, embrace and support the values of water resource protection
that Henry embraces. I pledge to continue our work with consistency and conti-
nuity.”

Wehle has extensive water resource knowledge, legislative expertise and
management experience.  In addition to her service in South Florida, she spent
nine years with the St. Johns River Water Management District.  Her public
service experience also includes a four-year term as a Brevard County
Commissioner and five years on the Sebastian Inlet Tax District Commission.
She has also worked as a civil engineer for private-sector firms and was a state-
certified building contractor.  

“Carol Wehle is a stellar example of the top-notch quality of employees
working at the District,” said Governing Board Chair Kevin McCarty.  “The
Board has the utmost confidence in her ability to continue the positive
momentum in meeting, and exceeding, our resource management mandates and
responsibilities.”    

She received her engineering degree from the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Gov. Jeb Bush and Florida Gulf Coast University

teacher Ricky Pires admire a quilt created by Panther

Posse elementary students to raise awareness of the

endangered Florida panther. Gov. Bush has asked Ms.

Pires to help promote these programs outside of Florida.

The District is a sponsor of the program. 

Young guests of Epcot’s WaterFull World Garden create

rubbings of animal paw prints while their parents relax by the

stream meandering through the garden. Working in partnership

with RainBird Corp., the South Florida Water Management

District is helping staff the WaterFull World Garden to

demonstrate the water saving benefits of efficient irrigation

practices and Florida-friendly landscaping.

S E R V I C E C E N T E R  U P D A T E

Service Centers Continue to Blossom
Service Centers Continue to Blossom

Palm Beach CountyService Center DirectorFred Rapach

Broward Service Center

District updates stakeholders on Everglades restoration
Governing Board member Pamela Brooks-Thomas welcomed more than 60 elected officials,

government staff, local water managers, special interests and environmental organizations to a
stakeholder update in February on the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan and
Acceler8 projects and plans in Broward County.

Water Matters celebration teaches conservation and pollution reduction
Close to 2,500 people helped celebrate Water Matters Day 2005 in Broward County by

attending 35 different educational exhibits and landscaping workshops designed to teach
property owners how to conserve water and reduce stormwater pollution. Besides tasty food,
creative activities for kids of all ages, and live entertainment, the April 19 event also provided a
fabulous selection of free drought-tolerant plants for everyone who participated in the
educational opportunities.  

Miami-Dade Service Center

Florida legislators tour Biscayne Bay
Six Florida lawmakers, including the chairman of the State House Appropriations Committee

toured environmentally sensitive lands within the Biscayne Bay watershed in April. The tour
was part of a briefing and press conference arranged by a coalition of environmental groups
and the District to lend support to legislative leaders who are spearheading an effort to secure a
$25 million appropriation for land acquisition to be used within the Biscayne Bay Coastal
Wetlands Project, a component of the Comprehensive Everglades Restoration Plan. The
Biscayne Bay Coastal Wetlands Project covers a conceptual boundary of 40,000 acres in
southeast Miami-Dade County and was put on the fast track within the District’s Acceler8
program. The project will help restore wetlands and reestablish the historical creek network
feeding Biscayne Bay, enhancing the ecological health of the bay and Biscayne National Park.
The $25 million appropriation, if approved this legislative session, will be used to purchase
priority environmental lands in imminent threat of development within the Biscayne Bay
Coastal Wetlands Project. 

CLUES:

• Operated by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,
this structure is part of the Okeechobee Waterway.

Approximately 10,000 vessels lock through
annually. 

• The first boat lock was built at
this site by the Everglades Drainage
District in 1925.  The Corps built the
current lock in 1941 and the connecting

spillway was constructed in 1944. 

• The water control spillway, a component of the
Central and Southern Florida Flood Control Project, has
a discharge capacity of approximately 11,000 cubic feet
per second (cfs) – enough water to fill 330 backyard
swimming pools in one minute! 

• Freddy plans to relax and have fun at the adjacent
recreation area.  He can camp, fish, picnic, boat or just
experience nature. 

Give up? The answer is on the back page.

Where in the District is Freddy?

Hurricane Season
Heads Up
Is your neighborhood ready to drain rain?

We’re preparing, are you? Hurricane season begins June 1, and after last year’s
multiple hurricane slam, do you know if your neighborhood’s drainage system is

ready to handle heavy rain?
Hurricanes bring rain, and generally lots of it. That’s why our region is equipped with

an interconnected flood control system of drainage canals that can move millions of
gallons of water when storms come calling. Yet flood control is a shared responsibility,
and every citizen should get involved.  

Look around your neighborhood. It’s likely you’ll see swales, drainage grates and
retention lakes. This is the tertiary system – or third tier – where rainfall drainage begins.
Water is carried from here into the secondary system. Secondary canals are maintained by
cities, counties and local drainage districts. You may have seen system components such
as culverts, gates and weirs in your town.  

The primary system is the last link for moving excess water from the land. This system
is operated and maintained by the South Florida Water Management District, and major
canals and pumping facilities are clearly marked with agency signs. For optimum flood
control, each system must be free of blockage and connect to the next drainage tier. 

Last year’s four-hitter hurricane slam produced a worst-
case scenario – one that is expected to occur only
once in 200 years. “Our flood control
system was designed to handle
significant storms,” said Bob Howard,
District director of Operations Control.
“We were more than saturated and
faced some tough
decisions about where
to put all that water.”
Fortunately, blockages
were quickly remedied,
the system held strong
and major canals did not
overflow.

The District begins hurricane
preparation well in advance of the
season. In the winter, field staff maintain
pumps so they’re ready to go when the rains
begin. In the spring, personnel receive training for
emergency management duties. Maps and databases are
updated. All the while, emergency management staff
continue to coordinate with their local, state and federal
partners. 

“Yearly, we hold a one-day simulated hurricane exercise, which is
pretty close to the real deal,” said Olivia McLean, the District’s director of
Emergency and Security Management. Dubbed “Hurricane Freddy,” managers
and staff mobilize to rehearse preparation, response, mitigation and recovery measures.
Emergency management teams from local, county, state and federal agencies also
participate in the exercise.

Just like us, you, too, should be preparing. Check your local drainage system and
report clogged or damaged facilities. Citizen involvement is essential during hurricane
season, and we’re counting on you to help us carry out our flood control mission. 

Future water stewards: District

Fort Lauderdale Field Station

staffer Craig VanAuken makes a

wetlands presentation to a

kindergarten class at Miami Shores

Presbyterian School. 

Henry Dean – an exceptional
facilitator, innovative thinker,

listener and leader – is
respected throughout the state

for his skill in bringing
competing interests together to

develop solutions.

Carol Ann Wehle

Find Freddy! 

farewell

The three-tiered flood
control drainage system

in southern Florida is
interconnected. 

                                                                                                               




